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Determination of Gold and Silver in Crude Bismuth by
Fire Assay for Removing Bismuth with Acetic Acid

HU Zhonggiang,ZHOU Hongding
(Yanggu Xiangguang Copper Co. ,Ltd. ,Liaocheng,Shandong 252000 ,China)

Abstract A gravimetric method for the determination of gold and silver in crude bismuth by bismuth-fire
assay was established. The crude bismuth was first roasted oxidation, and then dissolved crude bismuth
oxide in acetic acid, filtered to remove bismuth to eliminate the influence of bismuth against fire assay
method, after ashing the precipitate, batching and melting at high temperature, the molten metal lead
captureed the precious metals in the sample to form a lead button. The lead button was ash blown to obtain
gold-silver composite particles. The gold was dissolved and separated with nitric acid,and the gold content
was determined by the gravimetric method. The method has high accuracy and precision,and the recovery
of gold is 99. 2%—101% and silver is 98. 2%—99. 7%. It can satisfy the determination of gold and silver in
coarse bismuth well.
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1 K Es

1.1 UB5iKH

i K (METTLER TOLEDO XP6/25, i3
BAGE 1 pg))s i & X (METTLER TOLEDO
UMX2, BEHOE B 0.1 pg)» i 4 0 (SX3-150-15, 4%
AR EE 1350 °C) 5 JKRIR (SC-15-12., e 1y il #4
WA 1200 °CH, 3R 4 M3 b BT R it ok L A A
E R 140 mm, T FEAM2E 95 mm, JEFEYME 50 mm,
R 350 mL 24y . BERDAKIL(105 g A g) « T &R
4% 40 mm, ¥R 12 mm, TEZMME 50 mm, JE SR AME
40 mm, {5 35 mm, BRI MRy AR CEERD K LA 5 1y
B S ZEH I 30 mL,

TR BRER AN D 3 by, 1 oy ol 4, — AR Ak ik
rMral) AR Es R, &2 KT 99. 9%, &8 4
JEAR B0 A5 357 s wAu<<0. 001 g/t;wAg<<0.1 g/t);
SR (AR 2l , AN B B 1) s LR (e i 2l 7 36 7
(BRBREN = MIRD = 22 1. SEEHIK N EEB TK.
1.2 XBWHE
1.2.1 BRmdE Al

PRI 2 gCRERAZE 0. 000 1 ) BEN B T4 A 5 ¢
PERD IR LAY 2R T R S B (M1 789 (%) 5 2 30 b T AE R IR
proeb 2 T E) 900 °C L IR AR RE 20 min, SR 5 A
HLURFT R B IR ¥ RE PR T BE 3] 500 °C 242 47 B i
BHHR A EER.

1.2.2 RS

V8 1) 2 5 U A M R B R B kL
JE 1~2 mm BB AR B2 R T B 1) 2 3 3
BT 500 mL BEAR L AIA 200 mL ZFR(1+ 1), &
T 200 °C Y HLEAR b, RGBS B ot
e E T CRR (14 1) ik B 3 3 9 A AR BE , R
B . AR JE Ak SR v L S B 4 S S ] A
Yk e e e, A s g 4R 0E L DY H &
iz (14 1) Mgk 3 3k . 3% [] 454X B8 A1 R B 38 s A B 4
— [ EEB BAA 10 g AR 13K 4 R v ik E]
G p i ik A7 Ak, K AL B L IR B B IR T E
500 C. R 1 h,

1.2.3  FeAhH

RALSE B I K A IR AL B G PR B E

s KA 20 g BRFREA .7 g AP 3. 2 g T #Y 100 g

AAEY R R R PEIR 5 A1 N A 25 10 mm
JE R R IR A BSE B g 800 °C ik 4
PURFR 4 0 I T2 900 CLAE Rl 2 20 min; 71K
SWREFEE 1100 C, 5@ dE 30 min, B EF Y
SKEEAER A AR R 10 min B 0 b 9 18] A o5 42k B
W VRS IR RN A B I s R A HE
By DA T DA O B B 0 25 B B 5 AR S 4
AU N B IR BT T A P T T B R AR I
1.2.4  JRWK

B i A B AE 900 °C T #h 4 Py B4 30 min
R LA, DG 1] 2~ 5 min, Ff 85 K 3R 10 28 € 5
B 255 S BDRS B T TR AT R IR . RS IR R R AE
S Ak AR R 2R R e P R R . L F
e B aId AR, AR BN OGS . K R 45
o B RILE ZH T RS R B .
1.2.5 44

Foor % S TS Ok o B R 2 R A R AR IE
AR I R B FH VK 2R (1 3) 2 ik v 2 i
18 2% BT O K 5% o FH R B et DR SF- R 5 o s P /) e
FUB R SO . BET0& R E T M & R,
FRE B e T3 A HL AR B A 15~20 mL #A1
SR (1+7) 8 AR i AR b R R W, RE L 2
50 min, 8¢ F SN A5 1k o B I TR Ay 1 YR fh £
HmA 156~20 mL $G SRR (1+ 1), 76 = i T
AR FR T W FFSE 30 min, B E AR AR Y, VS
B Sl B R B Y ol o A Y IR/ R (359 B 1%
TR K 8 10 2w I R R RO RERR 4 R i
1.2.6  FMEFIZS H L5

J5 Rl AR O I P s v R B I g B RN IE S 58
RAMES LR
1.3 HHERNITE

OB 4 VER Y BT o R R R

_omy, +my — mg 5
Wy — ——— X 10°
mo
_omy t+ms —m—my — m; 5
WAg — ’ ’ >< 10
mo

XH: o FE, g/t; wAg*%E/F"I\'i’ g/t;
mo—FE G BT & . g5 om— & A ORI & pes
my AR g s JE T R ML KL BT A S g s
R 8 T » s s — 25 11 B T B » e
;m—fflélﬁﬁ‘i%mgo
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SARIE AN IR B B 55 J5 A B Al — 3B 533 A K
LT A PR B P s o 4 VR A, — B AT AR B AR
KL MR ISR, 23 R T AR A VA T SRR BT »
HERRFR I B 4 B B A4 VB A T 0 BT S

PRI 2 g K540, A As.Sb. Se 25 54K, it AR
Ivi) o0 A 3 1) 4 R, AR A TR AT NER 1 T LA
4 IR 94. 696 ~96. 4 %6 L HR IR 104 %6 ~107%

IS4
%12

3 o DA SCHR AR 60 7E R W PR 285 I — 8 43 5k % B AE
AR O IR A e A B — SR A BB AR
L. A 3 S o 3 g 1K

2 8RN bR JOR a1k i T IR
1S5, N2 2 T LU H 4 nAs IR 99. 2% ~
101 % 4R Jnds R 98. 2% ~99. 7%, i B T 1 BR
Bb 0 TR 5 SR ER AT

k1 HEEAMREZE
Table 1 Direct fire assay
s BIMA/ pg HRIA G/ pg i 43 4t/ g ISR 4/ g & R/ % B/ %
1 113 10 761 106. 9 11 311 94. 6 105
2 130. 3 10 683 124. 2 11 147 95.3 104
3 442.7 19 644 425.6 20 726 96. 1 106
4 554. 2 23 440 525.3 25012 94. 8 107
5 1072.7 41 601 1027.1 43 987 95. 8 101
6 1149.6 41 553 1108.3 43 669 96. 4 105
7 1579.3 60 489 1505.4 63 442 95.3 105
8 1648.6 60 289 1585.6 63 313 96. 2 105
x2 ZBBRYNREE
Table 2 Bismuth division by acetic acid fire assay
75 SMAE/ pg A/ pg i 45 4t/ g BSR4/ g & IR/ % AR %
1 100. 1 10 597 100. 6 10 485 101 98.9
2 94.5 10 400 93.8 10 211 99. 3 98.2
3 578. 1 20 390 578.3 20 090 100 98.5
4 431. 6 20 708 429. 4 20 629 99.5 99. 6
5 1013.3 40 460 1010.2 40 078 99. 7 99.1
6 1 000. 8 40 156 1003.2 39 789 100 99.1
7 1441.1 59 520 1434 59 352 99.5 99.7
8 1576.4 62 719 1564 62 102 99. 2 99.0

2.2 A EEHNHE
R T B R T R R A T S A L X R T

IR K2 L 1) I v LE A2 5 5 o T 4 5 B 463. 8 g/t. 4l

TR 20 037 g/t ML HE AT BB R AL S0, 45 R WL AR
3. MR 3 I 920 CHM AL E & B S8 4 A ik vl
DLV TR - 45 R A M By, I I g 920 °C

R3 HELEREXR

Table 3 Bismuth oxidation temperature test

Rk, W WEG RV (gt ) A EE/ (gt D X2 %
Nl ) 7'3 :m :4 e 2]
. . AR 7 S 1A 5 o v o v o "
o TR RS T AR A A Lk
880 30 446. 5 19 856 —17.3 —181 —3.73 —0. 90
BE A MRS W Rk Bk i ’ 7
R R AR 0 R I O G O
900 30 450. 1 19 796 —13.7 —241 —2.95 —1. 20
B RARARE AR e
920 30 i%)égﬂ%’—?ﬁ*ﬁé JL 4 dl@(%’ﬁ# 463.1 19 983 —0.7 —54 —0.15 —0. 27
940 30 WK LT TR, % JLF 4 R 1 462.9 19 995 —0.9 —42 —0.19 —0.21
2.3 BAEESUSPABRNBE )RR R JLF- AN RO BF AN BE G R B R . 3k

Bk A A R P A B B LR A IR AL L
HLT T 7 4 B B AE A OR BT R LT LK R
P R v it 1 A AR PRI v it T A B AR ARl
Wi 1 BT LLAS RE T AR R VA 0 o PR AL TR 9 i » [ 1

PR A1 L TR T LA T ) 5 e 11 4 0 T o L £ PR AL 9 i 2
B SCH AR AL & i 463. 8 g/ R i 20 037 g/t
PR ER I 4 Fros . AR 4 0] Rl T £ RV Ak R
BB A5 A HER BT LI T AR b ¥ A R i TR
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x4 BEISLHABREEIR
Table 4 Acid selection test for dissolved

bismuth oxide(n =5)

T2 25 R 24/ Y ¥R 2%/ AR R 22/
FHRR %4 K (g+t™ ) (g+t™H %
Au Ag Au Ag Au Ag
iR 462. 2 11 526 —1.6 —8511 —0.34 —42.48
LR 463. 7 19 896 —0.1 —141 —0.02 —0.70

2.4 ZBHAERXREZH

SRR G4 A 463. 8 g/t 4R A& 20 037 g/t
HEAT B4 FH IR 1 1 5250 X R N SR (1+ 1), 45
UL 5, NG R T LUA H 50,100 mL 2 i, K
0 [ R 2y o W i, R A IR R 25, TR
i 200 mlL B [E A9y 5T R A B 0 A L 45 R kA

AL DA R R, RS R R A 0N BB A A
DY BT DA SR IS B R T A 200 mL,
2.5 BEESHEREIR

FRECTE Ay 2.0 g CKE # 2 0.000 1 g, 4 & #&
463.8 g/t 4R o & 20 037 g/t) HLELEE S, 48 B n
500,1 000 pg 41 10 000,20 000 pg 4. 4 M S5
D5 R ORI T T A SR 2
FUIAR % L3R 6,

TR B A LR RE A, 17 R 37 BE AL EAT 250, AR
B 2.000 g FHERFE S, 45 HR DL B 9086 5 vk E AT 5050
BEAFERA T 6 OPAT S 45 RANEK 7 s . A
Xof A E D 2% (RSD) g 0. 35 % ~0. 87 %, 4 #H X g 11
25 (RSD) N 0. 76 % ~0.71%,

k5 ZBHEE®RE

Table 5 Selection of acetic acid dosage

P e WE LR/ (g ) AixtiR2/ (gt D) X2/ %

LR & /mL BN E S Au Ag Au Ag Au Ag
50 oK [y S 0% A 447. 8 20 189 —16 152 —3.45 0.76

100 oK [ A o 08 450. 1 19 675 —13.7 —362 —2.95 —1.81

150 bt [F R ) S5 8 0 VA A 458. 1 19 899 —5.7 —138 —1.23 —0. 69

200 [ A4 By T e A k4 it 463. 9 19 945 0.1 —92 0.02 —0.46

250 3] 425 49 3 2 A A i 462.7 19 973 —1.1 —64 —0. 24 —0. 32

F 6 FHiEMAREIK KK
Table 6 Method recovery test
Au Ag
P it/ pg MAETE/pg WEETE /g SBEICR/ % FERPRTE/ pg MART R/ pg WAAEREE/ e ARENCR/ %
927. 6 507. 3 1429.3 99. 6 40 074 10 118 49 705 99.0
927. 6 1008. 1 1930.9 99. 8 40 074 19 986 59 549 99. 2
®7T HROMNBEEIR
Table 7 Sample analysis and precision test

R i JLH MEE/ (gt FE/ (gt D) SD/(g+t ) RSD/%
. Au 461.6  463.4  466.3  463.7  462.8  464.9 463. 8 1. 64 0. 35
" Ag 20 033 20237 20070 19 808 20 145 19 930 20 037 152. 75 0.76

3% 2 Au 213.9  213.8  209.6  210.1  210.9  211.5 211. 6 1.84 0.87
o Ag 15401 15465 15321 15623 15529 15558 15 483 110. 12 0.71

3 i B 5 H AR ,1998(2) . 3-5.
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